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While not all the founders endorsed religious freedom for everyone, some of them, 
notably Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, cherished the notion of a universal freedom 
of conscience—the right of all individuals to believe as they pleased. Jefferson wrote that 
the First Amendment built “a wall of separation between church and State.”11 The 
founders based their view of religious freedom on three main arguments. First, history has 

Amendment Addresses Case Year

Fifth Just compensation Chicago, Burlington & Quincy v. 
Chicago 

1897

First Freedom of speech

Freedom of the press 

Gilbert v. Minnesota

Gitlow v. New York

Fiske v. Kansas

Near v. Minnesota 

1920

1925

1927

1931

Sixth Counsel in capital cases Powell v. Alabama 1932

First Religious freedom (generally)

Freedom of assembly

Free exercise

Religious establishment 

Hamilton v. Regents of California

DeJonge v. Oregon

Cantwell v. Connecticut

Everson v. Board of Education

1934

1937

1940

1947

Sixth Public trial In re Oliver 1948

Fourth Unreasonable search and 
seizure

Exclusionary rule 

Wolf v. Colorado

Mapp v. Ohio

1949

1961

Eighth Cruel and unusual punishment Robinson v. California 1962

Sixth Counsel in felony cases Gideon v. Wainwright 1963

Fifth Self-incrimination Malloy v. Hogan 1964

Sixth Impartial jury

Speedy trial

Jury trial in serious crimes 

Parker v. Gladden

Klopfer v. North Carolina

Duncan v. Louisiana 

1966

1967

1968

Fifth Double jeopardy Benton v. Maryland 1969

Second Right to bear arms McDonald v. Chicago 2010
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Source: The Public Perspective, October/November 1997. Survey by the World Values Study Group, 1990–1993.


